
 
           
         
 
     
 

 

Dear Parents & Carers, 

 

I hope you enjoy our new look newsletter. Newsletters will be coming out once per 

half term but will have extra content.  

 

Autumn 1 has been a very exciting term at Sebright. We had a very first Opera per-

formance. Reception classes were very lucky to see ‘Peace at Last’ performed by a 

very talented group of artists. The students and staff loved the show. Look inside 

to see some pictures from the show and some work examples from the pupils.  

 

The theme for cross curricular lessons this half term is ‘Intrepid Explorers’. Pupils 

have been working hard on developing their mapping skills as well as learning about 

places around the world and their local area. Year 5 explored climate change and 5L 

showcased their work in their class assembly.  Year 3 were exploring South America 

and the Amazon Rainforest. Take a look inside to see their work.  

 

Sebright now has Forest School sessions for years 1 and 3. Mr Hamlin is our Forest 

School Lead and the pupils have been busy exploring the local woods in Haggerston 

Park. The pupils have learnt how to be safe in the outdoors and how to use tools. 

The pupils have built shelters and learnt a range of handy knots.  

 

Be sure to check out the home learning poetry task over the half term.  

 

Have a lovely break everyone! 

 

Best wishes  

 

Mr Green  
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Success, no matter what! 

Dates for your Dairy  

 

 

18.10.19 

Uniform Free Day—Fundraising for Breast Cancer Aware-

ness (PINK) 

 

21.10.19—25.10.19 - Autumn Half-Term 

 

29.10.19  

The Big Draw 

 

30.10.19 

Reception visit to Hackney Library 

 

31.10.19 

Year 4 trip to V&A Museum 

 

05.11.19 

Yr 4 visit to Soanes Centre 

 

07.11.19 

Year 6 Visit to Tower Bridge 

 

11.11.19 

Year 6 Cinema trip 

 

21.11.19 

Year 3 Woodland Walk 

 

02.12.19 
Year 4 October Gallery 

 

03.12.19 
Year 6 trip to Bodyworlds 

 

11.12.19 
Year 6 Reward trip to Rio Cinema 

 

06.12.19 
Winter Fair & Grotto 

 

12.12.19 
Christmas Performance KS1 at 2pm 

 

13.12.19 
Christmas Performance KS2 at 9.30am 

 

16.12.19 
Years 3&4 Carols 3.15pm 

16.12.19 
Year 5 Performance 6pm 

 

17.12.19 
Year 5 Performance 2pm 

 

18.12.19 
Class Parties 
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SCIENCE 
 

In science lessons we have been classifying micro-organisms. Did you know 

that there are helpful organisms and harmful organisms? The three types of mi-

cro-organisms are fungi, viruses and bacteria. We did an experiment involving 

the growth of bacteria on bread.  We have also been learning about different 

animal groups like mammals, amphibians, molluscs and birds. During one of 

our lessons we were taxonomist and went outside to scoured our local habitat, 

classifying different types of organisms.      

ART 
In our latest art lesson, we drew traditional UK 

foods (linked to our CC topic of the United 

Kingdom). When we made our artwork, we fo-

cused on how to sketch objects and food using 

different tones and shades by changing the 

amount of pressure with our pencils. We’ve also 

done a few lessons on pastels, learning how to 

hold a pastel, change the pressure and layer col-

ours. We drew different micro-organisms 

(science) and the creation story (RE).  

Literacy 

 

Our class reader (Oranges in No Man’s Land by Elizabeth 

Laird) describes what life was like in Beirut, Lebanon be-

fore and after the civil war (1970’s). Our narratives that we 

wrote are based on this novel. We’ve done freeze frames 

working on show not tell. The main focus has been on our 

grammar improving our description – that we’re artists 

with words, painting a picture in our reader’s mind. To un-

derstand more about the setting of Beirut during the war we used a vanishing 

point and perspective to realistically show street scenes in Beirut. This helped 

CC 
 
In RE we focused on Judaism, using pastels to represent the 

creation story.   We also learned about the special prayer 

(Shema) that is in the Torah; this is a prayer they say every 

day. We also learnt about the different traditions, special days they celebrate 

and the food they eat!  In CC we’re focusing on 

the United Kingdom. We’ve investigated human 

features (bridges, skyscrapers, towns) and physi-

cal features (mountains, valleys, lakes) in the 

United Kingdom. We compared these in Leeds 

versus the Lake District. Looking at a map and 

being able to place cities in the correct spot was 

extremely challenging, but fun. (We used atlases 



 
Science 

This term our topic has been ‘plants.’ We started the topic off by exploring plants in 

our playgrounds. We spent an afternoon looking at the shapes, sizes and colours of 
all the different leaves we found. We were so tempted by the apples growing on the 

apple tree in the garden! 
 

We moved onto carrying out two investigations: one to see how plants transport wa-
ter and the other to see what plants need to grow well. Both experiments were very 

exciting and we learned so much from them. 

 
RE day:  

 
We spent RE day learning about Guru Nanak and why he is special in Sikhism. We read about his 
life from when he was a baby to when he was chosen by God to spread the message of peace 
and equality. We role-played this journey and then created a story map 

wheel of his life using crayons. 

 

Mapping day 

 

We spent an entire day looking at maps! We identified the four main points of a compass- we 

used the phrase ‘naughty elephants squirt water’ to help remember these. We then applied 

these directions on finding given locations on a map and in the playground. We then returned 

to class to make a 3D map of the playground- we loved this activity! 

 

CC 

 

Our topic in CC this term is ‘South America and the Amazon Rainforest.’ We’ve learned so 

much about the continent and its countries, the layers of the rainforest, the animals and the 

tribes that live there and about the effects of humans on the rainforest. We also got the op-

portunity to create a rainforest picture by making a collage using different craft materials. If 

you look closely, you may even see some animals hiding in some of the layers! 

 

UBS sports inspired 

 

On a wet and rainy day, year 3 walked to Finsbury Leisure Centre to take part in a day of 

sports. We were quite soggy by the time we got there but that did not matter at all for we got 

to take part in a variety of activities with other schools from the borough. There was dance, 

tae-kwon-do, volleyball, basketball and so much more! It was a great way for us to build team 

spirit and we all loved having the opportunity to take part. A huge 

thank you to Mr Clark for organis-

ing this event for us! 



Since joining in Nursery class in September, the young Sebright pupils have settled amazingly well. 

They met their new teachers and have proved to be thirsty learners. 

Every week, we focus on age appropriate topics and children enjoy discovering about exciting things. 

Week 1 and 2: All about Me / Starting School 

On the first week back at school, most of the children who were already at Sebright, were very excited to see 

their old teachers again and meet Ms Oliveira who is teaching in the afternoon. We got to know each other’s 

names and started to make friends. We all learnt about a new routine and what was expected in regards to 

their behaviour during carpet learning time. 

Everyone settled so quickly and teachers were very impressed with all the nursery children. 

Week 3: Goldilocks and The Three Bears 

Children then had a brief change of teacher in the morning. Mr Lamy went on 

paternity leave for the following two weeks and Ms Begum had a great time covering 

for him. 

In class, children explored the famous story of “Goldilocks and the Three Bears”. 

They read different versions and loved the song. 

We made porridge and role-played the events in the book. 

Week 4: My Family 

Everyone had the opportunity to talk about their home life and family. They drew a picture in their personal 

books and role-played family situations in the home-corner. 

Week 5: Pirate Week 

What a fantastic week we have had. The little Buccaneers learnt lots of pirate vocabulary, sang and spoke like 

them, looked for jewels in mud, went on a treasure hunt and had a great party. 

Week 6: When I grow, I want to be … 

We discovered about all the things people do when they are adults. Children’s favourite job is definitely police 

officer and fire fighter. A few of them were able to tell about their parent’s job and we explored other careers 

such as teacher, chef, waiter, builder and more. 

Week 7: Motown 

As Sebright is celebrating Black History Month, Nursery class and Reception are going to concentrate on Mo-

town but more particularly Stevie Wonder, The Temptations and The Supremes. 

We will finish the week by having a big party with our friends in Reception. 

Then it’s half-term and we will get ready for Halloween and Bonfire Night. 

And more learning: 

In Nursery, we are already getting ready towards reception and we have daily phonics and numeracy sessions. 
We also have informal PE lesson, Mr Arribas comes to teach us Spanish and Mr Lamy some French songs. We 

also go to the ICT suite every Friday. 

Finally, we were very lucky to an Opera performance of one of our favourite stories: Peace at Last (Elephant 

Family Collection) 



Peace at last 
 

Wow! Reception loved watching the Opera show for the story Peace at Last. 

During the whole week we focused on the story – retelling important mo-

ments from the beginning, middle and end. 

We made bear masks using paper plates and paint! We watched real life vide-

Reception went on an Autumn Walk, October 2019 
 
Reception have been learning about the seasons and we have been making observations on the 
changes that occur. We have been talking about the differences in the weather and nature and 
looking at the trees to see what we notice.  
 
We went on a local Autumn Walk to collect leaves to create masterpieces with, come and see our 
art work in class! 
 
 
Settling in 
 
Settling in and making friends in Reception, September 2019 
 
Reception have had a wonderful start to the year and we have been getting to know each other 
and our new playground and classroom. We have been sharing stories about our families and home 

Smoothie Making 
 
 

In Reception we have thinking 
about different ways to keep 
our bodies healthy. We need 
to have a balanced diet; we 
spent an afternoon using 
different fruits to create our 
very own healthy smoothies! It 
was super fun and also a fan-
tastic way of packing in loads 
of healthy and nutritious 
fruits, vegetables into our bod-
ies too!  



Year 1 have started the year by reminding ourselves all about the learning 
we did in Reception. In numeracy, we have been looking at number bonds to 
10 and to 20. We have also been doing addition using lots of lovely resources 

like cubes and Numicon to help us with our understanding.  
 

In literacy, we have been reminding our-
selves how to write sentences whilst trying 

not to forget our finger spaces, capital 

letters and full stops. We have had great 

fun with some creative writing all about The 
Gingerbread Man and The Three Little Pigs. 
We love acting out the stories as well which 

is great fun.  
 

In Year 1, we have also been exploring our local area. We were curious about what is around 
Sebright School and enjoyed being explorers with a lovely walk of the local area. We also had time to 

do a traffic survey and find out all about the different ways of getting around in our local area.  

 
Forest School has also been a big hit for all in Year 1. Having the chance to go and be creative in the woods has been amazing. We 

have also been learning how to be safe in the woods and have enjoyed learning more about this whilst working with different tools.  
 

It has been a fantastic start to Year 1 and we are all looking forward to carrying on our amazing start to the year.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Extended day care have been having Taekwondo lessons on a Thursday from 
3.30-4.30pm 

And the year 4/5 players played against Daubeney and Lauriston year 6’s, win-

ning 2-1 and losing 0-1, great         results in both games 



Class 5L had a fantastic and important Sharing 

assembly 

on  

 Climate 

change! 
Throughout the week we studied climate and how it is being impacted by human  

actions. 
The class looked at how we, each every day both at school and in our daily lives, are 

affecting our Earth and our futures. 
We discussed how we can make changes in our daily activities and decided we 

should all reduce, reuse and recycle. 
 

 

Winter/Christmas card fundraising 
 

Sebright School are thrilled to let you know that we have signed up 

to School Art Club- a fabulous service, which turns children’s art-

work into unique greetings cards and gifts, as well as being a great 

fundraiser for our school. 

 

We will be holding an art lesson where your child will design their 

very own greetings cards, which are then professionally printed to 

order! 

 

Products for you to purchase with your child’s design on are: 

Packs of 12 greetings cards with envelopes - £5 

Glossy white 1oz mugs - £6 

Packs of 10 gift tags -£2.50 

(You can buy as many as you like) 

 

It’s a great fundraiser for the school and local community. A pro-

portion of the cost will be split between St Joseph’s Hospice and 

our school- this means we are able to support a great cause and 

invest further in your child’s education.  

 

Once your child has designed their artwork on the forms, they can 

add any finishing touches at home. Simply return the form to the 

school office and pay via ScoPay. When returning the design 

forms, please ensure you state how many packs you would like. 

The deadline for returning the design forms and paying via ScoPay 

is Monday 18th November. This gives enough time for the forms to 

be collected, the gifts to be made and returned to Sebright be-

fore the Winter break. Failure to pay by the deadline will mean 

that your child’s design will not be ordered. 

 

Don’t forget to ask extended family and friends before placing the 

order, as they will often want to order some too.  



-Spanish phrase of the term:  
“¿De dónde eres? Yo soy inglés (“inglesa” for females) y vivo en Hackney” = Where are you from? I 
am English and I live in Hackney. 

-European Day of Languages:  

26th September was the European Day of Languages, a time to celebrate the more than 6,000 lan-

guages we speak around the world, to promote language learning and to have some multilingual 

fun! In our continent, Europe, live 800 million people, in 45 countries speaking over 200 languages. 

All 45 European countries took part in this event and at Sebright every KS2 class celebrated the 

amazing linguistic and cultural diversity we have in the school and our local community. Pupils 

learned that languages are a tool for achieving a bigger understanding of each other, other cul-

tures and people from over the world. They shared their language knowledge and it was impressive 

to find out how many different languages our pupils know! 

-New Spanish Champions: 

We have new Spanish Champions for the 2019-20 school year!  Throughout this term, we 

have had a selection process in which pupils who love Spanish volunteered and each class 

voted for their champions. We made the decision and chose two Spanish champions in each 

KS2 class. They will encourage, remind and assist their classroom teacher in practising 

Spanish for a few minutes throughout the week. This will extend pupils’ Spanish learning time 

and will help them taking in what they have learnt in class. Our champions will also help the 

other pupils to become more confident in Spanish. Their hard work is very important for the 

school and it will be much appreciated. 

Geography / history of Spanish 

This term, Year 3 & Year 4 pupils did geography and history around Spanish and in Spanish. 

They explored the world learning lo locate Spain, the UK, the continents and learning their 

name in Spanish. They also got to know more about Spain, its main cities, their landmarks and 

where they are located. Our little Spanish explorers also learned about the Spanish speaking 

countries: how many and where they are, their flags and also how to say them in Spanish. Fi-

nally, they learned the history around how Spanish spread across all those 21 countries in 

different continents. 

KS1 introducing themselves with puppets 
Reception and Year 1 have been learning how to introduce themselves in Spanish. They can 
say “My name is…” and ask “what’s your name?”. We used puppets and a Spanish rhyme to 
help them remember how to do it. They loved it! 

 

KS1 learning the parts of the day, greetings and daily routines in Spanish 
In Year 1 and Year 2, pupils are getting confident with saying the different parts of the day in 

Spanish and learning what greeting to use at each time of the day. They have also been 
learning some daily routines, like brushing their teeth or putting on their pyjamas, in Span-
ish. They learned a song to help them remembering it. Ask them to sing it to you!  
 



 

Year 2 Marking Mental Health Day. 

We discussed our understanding and prior knowledge of mental health. We drew images and wrote words to remind ourselves how to 

National Poetry Day with Billy Mccool, a fascinating sea monster. We used our inferencing skills to solve the clues and draw the mysteri-

ous character!  

 

Addition with  

regrouping!  



Our topic for Science, this half term is ‘Living things and their habitats’. We have been learning 
about a range of animals and their characteristics. In addition to this how you can classify animals 

into different groups. As part of our research into animal habitats we visited Haggerston park. While 

in the park we used our classification charts to identify living things in their natural environment.  

Year 4 had great fun searching for living things, under rocks, in  bushes and in the pond. We then 

recorded our findings using sketching and a classification flow chart.  

 

Nursery Class Road Safety Lesson  
 

    
 

 Crossing the road safely 
 

 
       

 

 

 

Prior to our trip to the local library, we talked a lot about the danger of the road and see how we can stay 
safe at all times. We asked the children to tell us when they see Road Signs and if they know what they meant. 

 

We walked to the bus stop and waited for number 55 safely away from the kerb. We were wearing high visibil-
ity jackets to make sure we were all visible to our teachers and people driving on the road. We sat safely in 

the bus and carefully followed instructions. On the way back, we decided to walk back to school and we cut 
through the park where we walked alongside the cycling lane. We even had a race pretending to be racing 

cars. 
We are also getting ready for Sports Day and Carnival. 



 

 

90% attendance is 
equivalent to a full 
month off school                  

in a year! 

 

 

 

90% attendance is 
equivalent to miss-
ing a total of 100 
hours schooling 

If you take a 2 week 
holiday in term time, 

attendance for the 
year immediately                   

drops to 95% 

90% attendance means 

1/2 a days absence each 

week; 4 weeks over the 

year and half a years ab-

sence over  5 years!! 

REDUCING ILLNESS DAYS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
If your child says they do not feel well and you are unsure about 

whether to send them to school or not, please send them to school. 
If they are ill we will ring you to collect them. 

 
If your child is too ill to attend school please call us in the morning 

on 020 7739 6531 and leave a message on our absence line.  
 

Sebright Primary School uses a ‘1st day calling’ system. If your 
child is absent and we have not received notification a call will be 
made to you. 

 
 
 

 

Good sleep patterns and real-

istic bedtimes, eating well and 

exercising  regularly can make 

a big difference to overall 

health. 



 

 

 

 

 

MEDICAL APPOINTMENT 
 
 

If your child has to have a medical or dental appointment in school 
time please do your best to arrange it after 2PM and then your child 

can receive their registration mark for the afternoon. If it needs to be a 
morning appointment please try and bring them to school first to get 

their mark and then return them to school afterwards. 
 

Every half-day absence from school has to be classified by the school 
as either AUTHORISED or UNAUTHORISED. This is why information 

about the cause of any absence is always required.  
 

Authorised absences are mornings or afternoons away from 
school for a good reason like: illness (where a child is too ill to attend 

school for good  reason) medical/dental appointments which                   
unavoidably fall in school time, emergencies or other  

unavoidable causes. 
 

Unauthorised absences are those which the school does not         
consider reasonable and for which no ‘leave’ has been given. This 

type of absence can lead to the Hackney 
Learning Trust using sanctions 

and/or legal proceedings. 
 To encourage your child to 

have positive feelings 

about school become                

involved - ask them about 

their day!! 

HOLIDAY FACTS 

There are 190 statutory school days in one year.                   

 That means there are 175 days (weekends and school holidays)  

available to use for holidays. 

There is no automatic entitlement in law to time off in school time to 

go on holiday. 

Head Teachers cannot authorise any leave in term time unless there 

are exceptional circumstances. 

Any period taken without agreement of the school, or in excess of 

that agreement, will be classified as unauthorised and may attract 

a Penalty Notice. 

A 2 week holiday in school times means your child has approximately 

50 hours of missed work to catch up on. 



 

We need Parent volunteers to       

 assist with our Winter Fair and Santa’s 

Grotto  

Friday 6th July 2019 from               

9am - 3pm 

Lunch provided 

 

 

 

Friday 6th December 2019  

from 3:45pm - 6pm 

Lower Hall  



 

'Santa needs YOU!' If you think you could spare a little time to help 

with preparations for this school event, please log your details on our           

volunteer page and we’ll get back to you! 

 










