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Nursery – Cycle 1 
Whole School 

Humanities Links 
Geography History DT Geography History Art 

?Big Question? Who Am I? How do we 
celebrate? 

Are we like animals? Where is hot and 
where is cold? 

What lives in our 
garden? 

Where shall we go? 

Themes and 
Focus 

Marvellous Me 
 

Celebrations & Black 
History Month 

Amazing Animals Around the World Mini-beasts in our 
Garden 

Journeys 
Holidays, seaside, pirates, 

explorers, space 

Focus Texts  
 
 
 
 
 

  

  

 
  
 
  

 
 

  

  

  

           

    

     
Nursery – Cycle 2 

?Big Question? What am I good at? How do we 
celebrate? 

What’s in the 
water? 

How shall we get 
there? 

Are we like plants? Who will we meet 
on our adventure? 

Themes and 
Focus 

Magical Me 
 

Celebrations & Black 
History Month 

In and Under the 
Sea 

 

Around the world 
(transport) 

 

Ready Steady Grow! 
 

Adventures 
pirates, explorers, superheroes, 

space 

Focus Texts 

  
 
 
 

 

   
            

     
       

      

     

 

  

  

      
Role Play 

possibilities 

Home corner, café, car 
mechanics, doctors 

Birthday party, post office, 
shops, 

Zoo, jungle, under the 
sea 

 

Boat boats, airport, bus 
stops, 

 

Flower market, garden 
centre Florist 

Castle, pirate ships, ice 
cream shop 
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Measuring Me! / I am 
absolutely too small for school 
/ Harry’s first day at school / 
Anna Hisbicus / So Much / 
Share / 
All the same but all different / 
Ready for Spaghetti / The Doll’s 
House / I Love You Blue 
Kangeroo! /  
 
The Leaf Thief / The Squirrels 
who Squabbled 
  

Binnie’s Diwali / Ava’s poppy / 
Little ern’s First Winter / Stick 
Man / Santa’s Big Night / When 
Santa got stuck up the Chimney / 
Nativity / Happy Christmas / The 
Snowy Day 
 
Room on the Broom / Winnie’s 
Amazing Pumpkin / The 
Gingerbread Man 
 
 

Octopants / The Turtle and the 
Island / Fidgety Fish / The Fish 
who could wish / The snail and 
the whale / One Tiny Turtle / 
Clean Up 

Postman Bear, The Tiger Who 
Came to tea / We’re Going on 
a Bear Hunt/ I want a pet / 
There’s nothing faster than a 
Cheetah / The Biggest 
Breakfast / Old Macdonald had 
a farm 

The Train Ride / Magic Train 
Ride / Choo Choo Clickety-
Clack / We all go travelling / 
The Runaway Train / The Magic 
Train Ride / Don’t Let The 
pigeon Drive The Bus 
 
The Three Little Pigs / The 
Little Red Hen / The Polar Bear 
and the Snow Cloud / Polar 
bear Polar bear What can you 
hear? / Elmer /  
 

Erroll’s Garden / Anasi the Spider 
/ Mad about Minibeasts / The 
Little Red Hen / Aaaaaghh Spider 
/ Boing / Do you love Bugs? / 
Firefly Home / Norman the Slug 
with a Slimy Shell / Bella Loves 
bugs / Snail Trail / Spyder / Rex 
The Rhinoceros Beetle / The Girl 
Who Loves Bugs 

Anna Hibiscus / Jack and the 
Beanstalk / Camille and the 
Sunflowers / FlowerBlock / We 
Planted a Tree 

Tap the magic tree / The 
Journey / Mr Gumpy’s Outing / 
 
Mrs Pirate / 10 Little Pirates / 
Clang! Adventures with 
Grandad / Bear Came Along / 
This is not a Unicorn  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PSED Making friends, Rules and Routines, Learning Zoo, Zones of Regulation, Sebright Standards, British Values, Breathing, Meditation, Class Jobs 
& Roles 

Jigsaw  

 

Being Me in my World 
Self-Identity. 
Understanding feelings. 
Being in a classroom. Rights 
and responsibilities.  

Celebrating Difference 
Identifying talents. Families . 

Where we live. Making 
friends. Standing up for 

yourself  

Dreams and Goals 
Challenges. Perseverance. 
Goal-setting. Overcoming 
obstacles. Seeking help. 
Jobs. Achieving goals.  

Healthy Me 
Exercising bodies. Physical 

activity. Healthy food. 
Sleep. Keeping clean 

Safety.   

Relationships 
Family life. Friendships. Falling 

out. Dealing with bullying. 
Being a good friend.  

 

Changing Me 
Bodies. Respecting my 

body. Growing up. Growth 
and change. Fun and fears. 

Celebrations  

Supporting 
Texts 

The Colour Monster 
Ruby’s Worry 

Kindness Make us Strong 
Incredible You 
Invisible String 
I like Myself  

How to be a Friend  
Pink is for Boys  
Stanley’s Stick 

Riley Can Be Anything  
Only One You  

One in a Million 

The Lion Inside 
The Giraffe That Couldn’t 

Dance 
Pow!  

Blue Monster Wants it All 
Someone Just Like You 

Daisy Eat Your Peas 
I Can Eat a Rainbow 

Where Does My Food Come 
From? 

Oliver’s Fruit Salad 

Hello Friend 
Meesha Makes Friends 

Kind 
The Camel who had the Hump 

Peanut Butter and Cupcake 
Can Cat and Bird Be Friends? 

 

I love my hair! 
Incredible You 

The Koala who Could 
All You Need 

Jitters 
Be You 

Communication 
& Language 

Daily stories, Poems, Rhymes, Songs, Music and Instruments, Role Play, Circle Time, Thinking Thumbs, Home Bear, Show & Tell, Story-telling, 
Word of the Week, Makaton, Story Dough, Listening and Attention games, Small group talk time, Snack and Chat 

Physical 
Development 

Fine Motor 

Dough Disco, Playdough, Sand tools, Clay, Scissor Skills, Tweezer work, Threading, Cutlery, Buttons and Zips, Tripod Grip, Gardening, Cooking  

Physical 
Development 
Gross Motor 

A variety of team games to build confidence and understanding.  
Write Dance, Yoga, Using playground resources – climbing, scooters and bikes, football, basketball, digging in the mud and sand, balance boards, and lots of 

running around! 
Activities to support footwork, balance, flight, rotation, coordination and agility 
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Phonics 
 

Blossom Federation 
Phonics Programme 

Environmental sounds, Instrumental sounds, Body Percussion, Rhythm and Rhyme, Alliteration, Voice Sounds, Oral Blending and Segmenting  

Phase 1 Phonics and activities throughout the year; Tuning into Sounds, Listening and Remembering Sounds, Talking about Sounds, 

Phase 1 
 

Phase 1 Phase 1 Phase 1 & 2 Phase 2 Phonics 
Introduced to those children who 
are able to orally blend 

Phase 2 Phonics 
 

Reading 
 

Developing a love of stories, Listening to stories throughout the day, Story-telling & Role Play, Home Reading, Name recognition 

Writing 
 

Write Dance, Daily access to a wide range of mark making materials (chalks, crayons, pens, paint, sand) 

Exploring mark making and 
drawing 
Drawing straight lines 
Scribbling! 

Drawing with curves (anti-
clockwise and clockwise) 

Scribble writing 
Beginning to assign meaning to 
marks 

Draws pictures to represent 
ideas  
Symbols that represent letters 

Name writing 
Developing pencil grip 

Name writing 
Developing pencil grip 
Writing some initial sounds in 
words 
 

Maths 

 

NumberBlocks, number songs and rhymes, puzzles and jigsaws, building and constructing with shapes and blocks; spatial awareness, measurement and height, water & 
sand play; measuring and capacity, dice games, role play, playground games: skittles, bean bags, team games 
Activities relating to shapes, positional language, patterns, cardinality and counting, comparison, composition of numbers 

Comparison: collect, 
compare and talk about 
objects and amounts 
(More Than, Fewer 
Than, Same) 
 
Explore and build with 
shapes and objects 
 
Exploring patterns 
 
Counting songs – hear 
and say number names 

Begin to order number 
names; in songs and play 
 
Subitising 1, 2, 3; 
pictures/characters in 
stories, objects they are 
playing with 
 
Patterns; repeated actions, 
refrains in songs and 
stories, daily routines, 
creative work  
 
Explore position and 
space; simple positional 
language (in front, behind) 

Subitising and showing 
amount on fingers (1-3) 
Moving and labelling 1, 
2, 3 
 
Explore jigsaws 
 
Talk about and move 
into simple positions 
 
Exploring own patterns; 
choosing suitable 
resources to recreate 
 
Make line patterns with 
objects 

Take 1, 2, 3 out of a 
group / Give 1, 2, 3 to 
others 
 
Begin to use 1:1 
correspondence 
 
Match, make and talk 
about simple shape 
arrangements 
 
Become familiar with 
dot patterns (1, 2, 3) 
 
Notice, sort and make 
small and large 
collections 

Recognise patterns in 
stories, rhymes, sounds 
and movements 
 
Copy art based patterns 
 
Explore own line and 
repeating patterns 
 
Shape and match puzzles 
 
Subitising and showing on 
fingers up to 4 
 

Sings number rhymes to 
5 
 
Count object to 5, using 
1:1 correspondence 
 
Match numerals to 
quantities 
 
Continue and create 
patterns 
 
Begin to sequence 
events 
Exploring 5; count up to 
5 objects from a larger 
group, show fingers to 5 
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Expressive Art 
& Design 

Sketching Painting Collage 

Portraits and family 
pictures 

Diva lamps with clay 
 
Advent Art 
 
Celebration cards 
 

Junk modelling skills 
 

Different types of 
paint: block, water 
colour, poster paint 
 
Different brushes: 
nature brush, finger 
printing, cotton buds 

 How to make 
puppets 

Focus Artists The Big Draw – 
Kehinde Wiley 
 
Kay Davis 
El Anatsui  

Jaxson Pollock  
 

The Big Draw – Alma 
Thomas 
 

 The Big Draw – 
Lubaina Himid 
 
 

Kandinsky 

Music Body Percussion  Performance practise 
 
Ta-ka-di-mi  

BassFace – Tuned 

Percussion  
Shaping your voice  Music and 

Movement  
Dalcroze Music  

Science Seasons and 
weather: Autumn  
 
Nature in Autumn 
Nature Walks 
 
Sensory play 

Seasons and weather: 
Winter 
 
Winter animals 
Winter weather 
Ice and freezing/melting 
 
Bubbles 
 
Snow volcano 

Seasons and 
weather: Spring 
Animals that we see in 
the spring 

 
Colour Mixing 
 
Painting on 
ice/foil/wax 

Science Week – 9th 
March 
 
Sinking and floating 
Magnets 
 
Gravity 

Planting and growing 
 
Introduction to 
lifecycles 
Mini beast hunts and 
hotel 

Seasons and 
weather: Summer 
 
Shadows 
 
Maps 
 

RE What happens at 
Sukkot? (Celebrating)  

What happens at Diwali? 
(Celebrating)  

The gift of friendship 
(Stories)  

The lost sheep (Stories)  The Hare and the Tortoise. 
(Stories)  

My Hindu Faith 
(Aspects)  
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What happens on Guru 
Nanak’s birthday? 
(Celebrating)  

  

What happens at 
Christmas? (Celebrating)  

 

Muhammed and the 
kitten (Stories)  

 

What happens at Easter? 
(Stories)  

 

What happens at Eid-Ul-
Fitr/Adha? (Celebrating)  

 

What makes a place 
special?  

(Aspects)  

 

ICT Technology Around Us  

Role Play opportunities with unplugged equipment. Now Press Play audio equipment. Use of physical devices such as Beebots and Probots.  

2BeSafe Online safety resources in line with half termly topics.  

Spanish Greetings  
Numbers 1-10  

Class Commands  
Colours  

 

Body Parts  
Fruits  

Review Autumn term learning  
 

Farm Animals  
Family Members  

Review Autumn and Spring learning  
 

 
 
  
  


