


https://www.sebright.hackney.sch.uk/curriculum/phonics

Builds children's speaking and listening skills to prepare children for learning to read by 
developing their awareness of sounds. 

1. Phonic Knowledge = The sounds that letters and 
combination of letters make 

2. Phonic Skills = Blending and Segmenting

https://www.sebright.hackney.sch.uk/curriculum/phonics


1. Sound awareness

2. Learn the sounds - (how to say them, recognise the 
letter) – memory skills & repetition!

3. Pushing (blending) the sounds together to read 
words

4. Tricky words



Sound, also known as a phoneme – the sound each letter 
makes 

Blend / blending; can be in speech or reading – joining 
individual sounds to say or read a word

Digraph – 2 letters that make 1 sound (eg: ck, th, ee)

Trigraph – 3 letters that make 1 sound (eg: ‘igh’)



Phase 3 – Digraphs & TrigraphsPhase 2 & 3

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5KnJrDQARe
I

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5KnJrDQARe


Putting the sounds together to read.

cat
Say each sound … use your finger, and encourage your child, to point to each sound - c-a-t 

After sounding out each letter, underline the word with your finger and blend the sounds 
together to say it in full (ie: c-a-t – cat)



Phase three – digraphs and trigraphs

cheep
light



• Words you cannot sound out and need to be learnt by sight.

https://www.youtube.com/@blossomphonics

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TvMyssfAUx0

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TvMyssfAUx0


https://www.sebright.hackney.sch.uk/curriculum/phonics

https://www.youtube.com/@blossomphonics



Welcome to the beginning of the magical reading journey!

Sharing a story every day can help increase your child’s vocabulary … if you read a story every day then that’s almost 1500 books! 

• Read to/listen to your child read at home – every day for 10 mins

• Home Readers: Changed once a week, on an allocated day below:

o Reading Record
o Book for pleasure 
o Letter or phonics book

Reading Records – please write any comments as we love to hear how your child is doing at home!

EXAMPLE OF COMMENTS

‘John loved listening to the story and joined in with repeated phrases.’

‘Zoe didn’t show interest in this story but did comment on how it made her feel.’

‘Amy is familiar with this story and has used language from it in role play.’

Are you a member of Hackney Library yet?
*We welcome book donations too!



Phonics book; in line with 
sounds your child is learning 
in class.

Early reading book;
There will be more unphonetic/unfamiliar words

Reading Record; please feed back with 
information about your child’s engagement 
at home, if there is too much/little 
challenge or to ask any Q’s.



• 5 mins a day – 5 days a week
• Huge amounts of praise … and patience!
• The right amount of correction (allowing time for thinking) – enough, 

but not too much! 
• Build stamina 
• If children are really tired or find it hard, spend 5 mins talking about the 

book/title/pictures – extend to finding key words to match, spotting 
tricky words or you read a page, they read a page.

• Try not to rush – if your child is enjoying talking about the book and it’s a 
nice story snuggle, go with it – this enjoyment is such a key component 
of learning to love reading

• Get family involved … ask a sibling join and offer praise too (reading 
buddy approach)



• In Reception, we focus on lower case letters in phonics - we introduce 
capital letters with each sound and children are becoming used to 
seeing them in books and their writing, but be patient as some capital 
letters will be confusing so might need support. 

• b/d & i/j are hugely confusing for children – take time to point them out 
and patience whilst they get it!

• Get familiar with the tricky words … it helps focus on memory use so 
you might need to remind children to use that skill. 

• Use the inside front cover to warm up with some sounds and tricky 
words relevant to the book

• Decoding is the goal, but being able to use the pictures for support and 
make guesses is also celebrated as it’s a great inference skill.



• Invest in a whiteboard and pen

• Sound/word bingo
Create a grid of words & cross out words you find in stories 

• Reading slam!
Post-it’s/word cards and fastest person to find the word.

• Speedy readies; children love being timed!!

How may words can they read in a minute?

• Splat the sound/word

• Hunt the sound/word 

• Phonics scavenger hunt … find something beginning with?



Parents have told us that the following apps are great for 
children who use screens 
(*we do not use these in class)

Hairy Letters

Phonics Play Reading Eggs

Teach Your Monster to Read

Reading Roots



• https://www.instagram.com/readingroots.uk/#

• https://www.instagram.com/phunphonics_and_magic
maths/#

• https://www.instagram.com/phonicsfamily/#

• https://www.instagram.com/little_learners_phonics_u
k/#



• Are you able to read with us?

• Drop off on Tues, Wed, Thurs & Fri: 8.45-9.20

• What to expect:
Ms Burrow will show you what to do
Read with a group of 6 children (might not be your own child, at 
least at first)
Keep children on track, reminding them to use their phonics skills
Give lots of praise!
You will have a lovely time!


